Calling for Help: This is an adaptation of an interview with George Kappianaq of Igloolik

I recall a very difficult time when we were traveling. When we were traveling back by canoe to Igloolik from hunting, we were running through ice floes that had just formed in October. We had difficulty running through them, but we were able to pass them slowly. We left to cross into the Igloolik Bay, and this was now towards evening. There now was more ice.

There were times when the canoe had to be rocked in order to go through thin ice and to prevent it from getting a hole from the ice. 

The sun soon set. It was getting dark. We would try to go to ice free areas, where we would go fast, but then soon we would have to go through thin ice again. It was a wonder that the canvas skin of the canoe did not get punctured as there was so much thin ice that we had to go through. 

We passed the Igloolik point and entered the bay and we could see the community. We were getting close to home. But, we got too close to the shore. The day had seen easterly winds, so the thin ice was in contact with the land. We got into the ice too much due to darkness. We were almost free from the thin overlapped ice when our motor could no longer propel the canoe. As it turned out the piston in the motor was shot. We had to get the attention of the community but we had no way of getting their attention. When the motor became useless, the people on board were trying to get the attention of the community. Then we considered that we could use our broken flash light to get their attention.

YOUR TASK: The travelers found that their flashlight was broken but they still had the two batteries, a 10 cm square piece of aluminum foil, bulb, wires and tape to make a flashlight to get their attention. Your task is to make a flashlight that will get their attention. 

1. Begin by using only one battery, one bulb and two pieces of wire. Make the bulb go. Draw a picture of how you connected it to make the bulb go.

2. After making it go with two wires, only use one wire to make it go. Draw a picture of your connections below.

3. Now, make it go using two batteries, one bulb and a wire. Draw this below.

4. Finally, make a flashlight that (1) has an off and on switch and (2) by using the aluminum foil, shines very brightly. Draw your final product below. Explain to someone how it works. Explain how it works on your picture.

Soon we could hear a sound of a canoe in the dark. Then it came right to us. Using his trail he started to tow us back. It so happened that we were almost free on the thin ice when we got stuck and we were now using the trail that the canoe had made when it came for us. The lights from the community were bright so that we could see in front of us. When we finally arrived, there were a lot of people on the beach. They all had come down to greet us. It was a joyous occasion.

5. Draw a picture of the story when the people were in trouble.
6. Draw a picture of how you would make a very bright flashlight. How could you improve your flashlight to make it even brighter?
7. This was an important story that George Kappianaq remembered. Why do you think he remembered it?

8. What are some things important you have learned from this story?
